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Abstract
© Russian Public Opinion Research Center, VCIOM. All rights reserved. The article is focused on
Imams. Imams are religious figures towards which ordinary Muslims are oriented in their views
and values. This makes Imams an important object of the study in an attempt to understand the
prospects  of  the Muslim development in  Russia.  The article  provides an analysis  of  social
conditions and factors driving the formation of the Imam Community in post-Soviet Tatarstan.
The empirical basis of the study is the data of a questionnaire-based survey among Imams who
were the participants of advanced training short courses in Russian Islamic university (Kazan,
Tatarstan).  Based  on  the  results  of  the  study  the  authors  developed  a  typology  of  the
community of Imams as religious professionals. The modern imam typology is closely tied to
social  conditions  affecting  the  institution  of  Imam  and  includes  Soviet  and  post-Soviet
generations and their groups. Those groups which were the largest and the most typical within
their  generations  were  considered  («popular  mullahs»,  «Imams-neophytes»  and  «Imams-
professionals»).
http://dx.doi.org/10.14515/monitoring.2018.2.06
Keywords
Islam, Mosque, Muslim community, Religious education, Typology of Imams
References
[1] Gainutdin R. I. (2004) Islam in modern Russia. Moscow: FAIR PRESS. (In Russ.)
[2] Gorshkov M. K., Sheregi F. E. (2009) Applied sociology. Methodology and methods. Tutorial. Moscow: Alpha-M,
Infra-M. (In Russ.)
[3] Mardanshin M. M. (2016) Conditions for the formation of spiritual leaders in Tatarstan in the post-Soviet period.
In:  IV Forum of teachers of  Muslim educational  organizations:  materials  of  the international  scientific  and
practical conference (Kazan, September 28'29, 2016) / Ed. by R. R. Zakirova. Kazan: Publishing house of Kazan
University. P. 124'131. (In Russ.)
[4] Mukhametshin R. M. (2003) Tatars and Islam in the XX century (Islam in the social and political life of the Tatars
and Tatarstan). Kazan: Fan. (In Russ.)
[5] Nabiev  R.  N.  (2004)  Islam in  Soviet  Russia  and the USSR.  In:  Islam in  the European East:  Encyclopedic
Dictionary. Kazan: Magarif. P. 128'129. (In Russ.)
[6] Pateev R. F. (2006) Political aspects of Muslim education in Russia: history and modernity. Extended Abstract of
C a n d .  S c .  T h e s i s .  N o r t h  C a u c a s u s  A c a d emy  o f  P u b l i c  A dm i n i s t r a t i o n .  U R L :
http://cheloveknauka.com/politicheskie-aspekty-musulmanskogo-obrazovaniya-v-rossii-istoriya-i-sovremennost
(accessed: 23.09.2017). (In Russ.)
[7] Starostin A. N. (2009) Muslim clergymen of the Urals in the modern period. Izvestia. Ural Federal University
Journal. Series 2: The humanities. Vol. 66. No. 4. P. 101'109. (In Russ.)
[8] Shapovalov A. V. (2011) Problems of the institutionalization of Islamic education in modern Russia. Vlast'. No. 3.
P. 107'110. (In Russ.)
[9] Yakupov V. M. (2004) Islamic component of state-confessional relations in Tatarstan in the 90s of the XX century
(Historical and political analysis). Extended Abstract of Cand. Sc. Thesis. Kazan: Institute of History n. a. Sh.
Mardjani of Tatarstan Academy of Sciences. (In Russ.)
